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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 4-6, and 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Abe et al. (US 2002/0003947). 

Regarding claim 1 , Abe et al. disclose a video tape recorder for sequentially and 
diagonally forming recording tracks on a magnetic tape and recording compressed 
video data, compressed audio data, and data relating to the video data and the audio 
data on the magnetic tape ([0067], [0068], [0069], Fig. 3), the video tape recorder is 
characterized by comprising: pack-unit generating means for blocking the video data in 
units of a predetermined number of blocks to generate a pack unit including a 
combination of the video data in the block, the corresponding audio data, and the 
related data ([0158], Fig. 1, Fig. 21); management-information generating means for 
generating management information serving as a reproduction reference when the 
video data is reproduced from the magnetic tape, from time management information 
when the video data is decompressed and output ([0133], [0148]); delay means for 
delaying data output from the pack-unit generating means ([0153]); a recording system 
for recording the data output from the pack-unit generating means on the magnetic tape 
along with the management information serving as the reproduction reference ([0157]); 
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and controlling means for varying a delay time generated in the delay means ([0103]); 
wherein the controlling means varies the delay time generated in the delay means such 
that the recording position of the head of each pack unit is set to a position having a 
predetermined relationship with the recording position determined by the management 
information serving as the corresponding reproduction reference ([0103], Fig. 35, 
[0133], [0148]). 

Regarding claim 4, Abe et al. also disclose the recording system inserts NULL 
data of, at least, an amount corresponding to the delay time generated in the delay 
means into the data output from the pack-unit generating means ([0103]). - 

Regarding claim 5, Abe et al. also disclose the controlling means sets the head 
of the corresponding pack unit to the head of the recording track by inserting the NULL 
data ([0103], Fig. 35). 

Regarding claim 6, Abe et al. also disclose the controlling means sets the trail of ■ 
the pack unit to a position preceding the recording position determined by the 
management information serving as the corresponding reproduction reference (Fig. 35, 
[0133], [0148]). 

Regarding claim 8, Abe et al. disclose a video tape recorder for sequentially and 
diagonally forming recording tracks on a magnetic tape and recording compressed 
video data, compressed audio data, and data relating to the video data and the audio 
data on the magnetic tape ([0067], [0068], [0069], Fig. 3), the video tape recorder is 
characterized by comprising: pack-unit generating means for blocking the video data in 
units of a predetermined number of blocks to generate a pack unit including a 
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combination of the video data in the block, the corresponding audio data, and the 
related data ([0158], Fig. 1, Fig. 21); management-information generating means for 
generating management information serving as a reproduction reference when the 
video data is reproduced from the magnetic tape, from time management information 
when the video data is decompressed and output ([0133], [0148]); a recording system 
for recording the data output from the pack-unit generating means on the magnetic tape 
along with the management information serving as the reproduction reference ([0157]); 
wherein the management-information generating means generates the management 
information serving as the reproduction reference such that the management 
information serving as the reproduction reference is varied in proportion to a clock 
serving as a processing reference when the video data is decompressed (Fig. 35, 
[0133], [0148], a system clock is inherent in any digital system in general, and an MPEG 
decoding system in particular. In an MPEG decoding system, a system clock inherently 
serves as a processing reference to evaluate the time codes in the MPEG stream). 

Claim 9 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 1 above. 

Claim 10 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 8 above. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 2-3 and 7 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim 2 recites a feature of "characterized in that the head of each pack unit, 
which is the position having the predetermined relationship, precedes the recording 
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position determined by the management information serving as the reproduction 
reference corresponding to the time management information by an amount given by 
adding a predetermined preceding amount to the delay time in the decoding at the head 
of the pack unit," which is unique and not taught by prior art. 

Claims 3 and 7 depend from claim 2, thus would be allowable if claim 2 is 
rewritten in independent form. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hung Q. Dang whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1116. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th:7:30-6:00. 

If "attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Hung Dang 
Patent Examiner 




